
SUMMER READING PROJECT FOR INCOMING 9th Graders 

 

Reading: To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, plus selected non-fiction articles 

Project: Literary Scrapbook 

 To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

Welcome to Juan Diego Academy and to an exciting learning experience!  The first assignment 

is your summer reading project. To Kill a Mockingbird is a novel written by Harper Lee and 

published in 1960.  It was immediately successful winning the Pulitzer Prize, and has become a 

classic of modern American literature. This book will be referred to in many of your classes in 

the upcoming year so you will need to have your own copy. You may obtain it from 

amazon.com, Barnes and Noble, or any other source; however, you must have an actual book 

since you will be annotating in it.  The electronic versions will not work in class since you might 

be required to turn in the book for a short period of time so that the teacher can check 

annotations.  You will also need to get a three pronged folder to complete your summer reading 

project.  They are very inexpensive and available at many local stores.  This folder will be where 

you place your literary scrapbook which is a part of the summer reading assignment.   

As you complete the summer reading assignment, some of the following websites might prove to 

be very helpful to you: 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/12/ 

http://grammar.about.com/od/c/g/citationterm.htm (for information about in text citations or 

citing sources inside your document) 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/12/
http://grammar.about.com/od/c/g/citationterm.htm


Specific instructions for completing each page of the scrapbook 

Top page or 1st page=Title (Underlined or italics), author, your name, picture that illustrates the 

overall message of the book (theme). (You may draw the picture, and if you do not know how to 

draw, you may “get” a picture from the internet or have someone else draw a picture for you.  

All pictures should be printed in color or drawn in color) If the picture is not drawn by you, you 

must give credit to the source where it came from.  For example, if a friend drew it, then list the 

friend’s name underneath the drawing or if it is from the internet, give credit to the source where 

it was located. 

2nd page/Author- Research the author and locate the following information: name, birth date, 

place of birth, awards won, other jobs or careers, other writings (both the titles and types of 

writing). Write three interesting facts about the author using complete sentences. 

3rd page/Setting- The novel is set during the Great Depression in Alabama.  Research the time 

period and list ten facts about this historical event/background; include a picture of a scene from 

the novel. (It can be drawn, or someone else can draw it, or it can be an image from the 

internet—just choose the best quality). You MUST write each of the ten historical facts in 

complete sentences. 

4th page- What I have learned? In paragraph form (at least 10 sentences) relate what you have 

learned about human nature after reading this novel. Make connections to the novel and your 

own life. Be sure to make references to the novel in your explanation and use MLA Citation to 

document your passages and quotes. Include the page number on which the quote is found. 

5th page- Favorite and Least Favorite Character-Make a chart with numbered, detailed notes 

about your favorite and least favorite character. Be sure to give specific details from the novel to 

explain your choices; put page numbers that indicate where you got your information.. You need 

at least ten details per character. 

6th page- Theme- Choose one of the following themes and discuss it as it relates to the novel and 

life in general. You must write this in paragraph form (again, at least ten sentences) Theme 

Choices: Coming of Age, Bravery vs. Cowardice, Prejudice (race, class, sex, making a 

decision about a person without knowing all the facts) Choose only one theme to explore. 

7th page- plot- Create a timeline of at least 20 major events in the novel. Be thorough. Label the 

7 areas of plot after you have completed the timeline: Exposition, Inciting Incident, Rising 

Action, Climax, Falling Action, Resolution, and Dénouement. 

8th page/Vocabulary- Identify the part of speech and define the following 19 words that you 

will encounter while reading the novel. Then write an ORIGINAL sentence using the word.  

Your sentence MUST relate to the novel. CAUTION:  Do NOT use the sentences from the 

novel; make up your own sentences.  VOCABULARY WORDS: piety, concessions, quelling, 



tacit, vigil, provocation, umbrage, acquiescence, unmitigated, acquit, squalid, enunciated, annals, 

connived, expunge, tenet, tirade, inordinately, benign. 

9th page-/Works Cited Page- Cite the novel and any other websites that you may have used to 

create your scrapbook. Include where you obtained the pictures from also. 

 

DUE DATE:  The scrapbooks will be due at the end of the second week of school. You will 

submit it to your English teacher, and it will count for a project grade. All information 

regarding the summer reading projects is posted on the Juan Diego Academy website. 

 

Non-Fiction Articles for Summer Reading 
 

Read the articles during which begin on the next page during the summer and 
be prepared to discuss them in class.  
 

1. “Do Our Kids Get Off Too Easy?” – Alfie Kohnam  

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/04/opinion/sunday/do-our-kids-get-off-too-

easy.html  
. 

2. “The Perfect Essay” –John Kaag  

http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/05/05/the-perfect-essay/  

 

 

3. “The Whistle-Blower’s Quandry”- Adam Waytz, James Dungan and Liane   

Young http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/04/opinion/sunday/the-whistle-blowers-

quandary.html?_r=0  

 

4. http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2009/08/10/the-courthouse-ring  

by Malcolm Gladwell (about To Kill a Mockingbird) 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/04/opinion/sunday/do-our-kids-get-off-too-easy.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/04/opinion/sunday/do-our-kids-get-off-too-easy.html
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/05/05/the-perfect-essay/
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2009/08/10/the-courthouse-ring

